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the first time in over 4 years are hold-
ing you to your word.

———
0 1030
TIME FOR THE TRUTH

(Mr. EMANUEL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. EMANUEL. Madam Speaker,
from the beginning, the Bush adminis-
tration has offered a litany of reasons
to justify their decision to fire the U.S.
Attorneys. Unfortunately, the answers
they provided have never even held up
for 48 hours.

First, the Bush administration said
the attorneys were fired because of per-
formance-related issues. Yet we find
out these attorneys have exemplary
records. The Deputy Attorney General
did not even review the file of one of
the fired U.S. Attorneys.

Then the administration said it was
an internal staffing issue and pointed
the finger at Harriet Miers. And now
other top White House officials not
only knew about it from the beginning,
but were behind the firings.

Yesterday the White House said that
they will talk to Congress, but they
will not take the oath and swear to tell
the whole truth.

The White House says they have
nothing to hide, but they are only will-
ing to speak behind closed doors, not
under oath. Our goal is to finally get to
the truth, but not to create a con-
frontation.

The scandal at the Justice Depart-
ment has gone on long enough. Careers
have been destroyed, and legitimate
public corruption cases have been de-
railed. It is time for accountability. It
is time for the truth.

———

DEMOCRATS TRYING TO FIX THE

FINANCIAL MESS THAT WAS
CREATED OVER THE LAST 6
YEARS

(Mr. HILL asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HILL. Madam Speaker, this week
the House Budget Committee will
mark up its fiscal year 2008 budget.
After 6 years of fiscal recklessness, the
Democratic budget will actually aim to
balance in 2012, something that Repub-
lican budgets have been unable to
achieve over the last 6 years.

It is important that the American
people remember how we got to where
we are today. In 2001, President Bush
inherited a $5.6 trillion surplus, but
over the next 6 years, with help from
Congress, the President turned that
surplus into a $2.8 trillion deficit.

Congress has been so fiscally irre-
sponsible that President Bush has bor-
rowed more money from other nations
than all 42 of his predecessors com-
bined.

This is not a fiscal record to be proud
of. The President’s attempt to finesse
his budget has been uncovered by a
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nonpartisan CBO that concludes the
President’s budget does not reach bal-
ance in b years.

Madam Speaker, Democrats have a
different set of priorities, and ours
begin with actually aiming to balance
the budget for the first time in 6 years.

————

WHAT ARE ROVE AND MIERS
AFRAID OF? WHY WON'T THEY
TESTIFY UNDER OATH?

(Mr. McDERMOTT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Madam Speaker,
yesterday the White House said that
political strategist Karl Rove and
former appointee to the U.S. Supreme
Court Harriet Miers would be made
available to the Senate for an inter-
view regarding the growing U.S. Attor-
neys scandal. However, the White
House refused to allow them to testify
under oath or in public.

Is the White House serious? Do they
honestly believe this Congress will
allow them to get away with this?

It would be one thing if the Bush ad-
ministration had been completely hon-
est with the Congress over the last
month, but every day there are new de-
tails that completely contradict what
was said the day before.

Last month, Attorney General
Gonzales said there was no coordina-
tion between the Justice Department
and the White House in the firing of
the eight U.S. Attorneys. But we now
know that Karl Rove and Harriet Miers
were involved from the very beginning.

The administration has stalled and
deceived at every step during this in-
vestigation. With that track record,
why should this administration believe
the Congress would agree to unaccept-
able secret testimony without being
under oath?

—————

U.S. ATTORNEY SCANDAL

(Mr. ARCURI asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. ARCURI. Madam Speaker, Demo-
crats made a promise last November to
bring accountability back to Congress
and the Federal Government. In just a
few short months, we have conducted
thorough and meaningful oversight on
a series of issues that would have been
swept under the rug by the previous
Republican leadership, which sadly was
often more concerned with protecting
the administration than doing the
right thing.

Earlier this week, the Justice De-
partment, at the request of congres-
sional Democrats, released thousands
of pages of e-mails and internal docu-
ments related to the firing of eight
U.S. Attorneys by the administration.
The documents indicate that the ad-
ministration’s contention that the at-
torneys were dismissed for perform-
ance-related reasons simply is not true.

This Congress is seeking to attain
the rest of the story by asking senior
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White House officials involved in the
U.S. Attorney scandal to testify under
oath. Unfortunately, the administra-
tion does not want to comply and pro-
vide the American people with the
facts.

As a former elected district attorney,
I know how critically important it is
for prosecutors to be independent and
to perform their job without fear of re-
taliatory firings.

It is time for this administration to
do the right thing and hold those re-
sponsible for the scandal accountable.

———

IRAQ SUPPLEMENTAL

(Mr. CARNAHAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. CARNAHAN. Madam Speaker,
the Iraq supplemental will be coming
to the floor this week, and it brings to-
gether many of the recommendations
that we have heard from the non-
partisan Iraq Study Group, from the
Pentagon and the President himself,
but it provides more resources for our
troops in the field and when they come
home, and finally provides account-
ability for this administration.

First, the legislation demands that
the Iraqi Government meet bench-
marks the President himself outlined
earlier this year.

Second, the legislation calls for re-
sponsible redeployment out of Iraq at
the beginning of next year. The Demo-
cratic Congress did not come up with
this date out of the blue. This was in
the recommendations from the Iraq
Study Group.

Third, the supplemental includes im-
portant funding for our military that
was requested by the Pentagon.

This week marks an important mile-
stone to begin a new direction in Iraq
and begin to phase our troops home,
and to bring about a regional solution
for what is going on in the Middle East.

———

EQUIPMENT FOR OUR MILITARY

(Mrs. BOYDA of Kansas asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mrs. BOYDA of Kansas. Madam
Speaker, thanks to the long contribu-
tions of our soldiers and our veterans,
America has amassed the most power-
ful military in the history of mankind.
It is so powerful that we almost cannot
imagine, we can almost imagine its re-
sources are infinite, but they are not.

They are limited, and due to the
ever-expanding, ever-deteriorating war
in Iraq, they are stretched dangerously
thin. Our soldiers and our families,
they will never complain, and that is
why we must speak for them. We must
ask, no, we must demand, that they
have the equipment, the training and
the support that they need to succeed,
and today they do not.

Since the Iraq war began in 2003, the
Army has lost nearly 2,000 wheeled ve-
hicles and more than 100 armored vehi-
cles. Almost half of the U.S. Army’s
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